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The facts in the case
of M. Valdemar

O f course I shall not pretend to consider it any matter
for wonder that the extraordinary case of M. Valdemar
has excited discussion. It would have been a miracle had it
not — especially under the circumstances. Through the desire
of all parties concerned to keep the affair from the public, at
least for the present, or until we had further opportunities
for investigation — through our endeavours to effect this —
a garbled or exaggerated account made its way into society, and
became the source of many unpleasant misrepresentations; and,
very naturally, of a great deal of disbelief.

It is now rendered necessary that [ give the facts —
as far as I comprehend them myself. They are, succinctly,
these: —

My attention, for the last three years, had been repeatedly
drawn to the subject of mesmerism; and, about nine months
ago, it occurred to me, quite suddenly, that in the series of
experiments made hitherto, there had been a very remarkable
and most unaccountable omission — no person had as yet been
mesmerised in articulo mortis. It remained to be seen, first,
whether, in such condition, there existed in the patient any
susceptibility to the magnetic influence; secondly, whether, if any
existed, it was impaired or increased by the condition; thirdly,
to what extent, or for how long a period, the encroachments
of Death might be arrested by the process. There were other
points to be ascertained, but these most excited my curiosity —
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Yro cayuusiocb
c rocrnoMHoM BasbreMapom

H HUUYYTb He YAUBJISIOCh TOMY, UTO HeoObI4aliHOE Mpo-
HCLIEeCTBUE C TOCNOAMHOM BasbieMapoM Hajesnano CTOJbKO
myMa. bbljio 661 4yA0M, ec/iM Gbl 3TOT0 He CJAYYUI0Ch — 0CO-
GeHHO NP JAHHBIX 06CTOATENbCTBAX. HecMOTps Ha XKeslaHUe
BCeX 3aMHTEPECOBAHHbIX JIUL, CKPBITh 3TO JIeJI0 OT MYGJIHUKH,
0 KpaitHel Mepe Ha BpeMs, /10 60Jiee 06CTOATEILHOTO UCCIe-
JlOBaHUsl, HECMOTPSI Ha BCe HAUIM CTApaHUs B 3TOM CMBICJIE,
HCKa)KeHHble WJIM NpeyBeJIMYeHHble CJAYXU O HeM paclpo-
CTPAaHWJIUCh U MOCAYXKUJIM HUCTOYHUKOM pa3HbIX HeJenoc-
Tel U B TO e BpeMs, eCTECTBEHHO, BO30YAHU/IN HeJl0BepHe.

ITO 06CTOATENBLCTBO 3aCTABJSIET MEHS COOOIIUTH PAKThI
B TOM BH/I€, HACKOJIbKO OHU U3BECTHbI MHe caMoMy. BoT oHu
BKparTIie.

B nocienHue Tpu roga s MHOrO 3aHUMaJICSl MECMEPU3MOM,
a MecsLeB ZIeBATh TOMY Ha3a/| MHe COBEPIIEHHO HEOXKU/IAaHHO
NPHUILLIO B TOJIOBY, YTO B Macce ONbITOB, NPOBOJUBIIUXCS [0 He-
JlaBHA, eCTb I0PA3UTEIbHOE U HEMIOHATHOE yIYLIeHHe: 10 CUX
MOP HUKTO He 6bLJ1 MecMepu30BaH in articulo mortis'. UuTepec-
HO 6bLJ10 6bI Y3HATD, BO-NIEPBBIX, JOCTYIEH JIM TAKOH MaljUeHT
MeCMePHUYECKOMY BJIMSIHHIO; BO-BTOPBIX, €CJIU JOCTYIIEH, TO
YCUJIMBAETCS JIK OHO UJIU 0CJ1a6JISeTCs NPU JaHHbIX YCJIO0BUSX;
B-TPETBUX, 10 KaKOW CTeNeH! U KaK J|0JIr0 pa3pylruTebHas
JlesITeJIbHOCTb CMEPTU MOXKET ObITh 3a/lepKaHa MecMepuye-
CKHUM cOCTOsIHHEeM? M0KHO 6bLJ10 ObI BBIICHUTb U pa3J/IMyHble

! B cOCTOSIHUY arOHUH (s1am).



the last in especial, from the immensely important character of
its consequences.

In looking around me for some subject by whose means
[ might test these particulars, I was brought to think of
my friend, M. Ernest Valdemar, the well-known compiler of
the ‘Bibliotheca Forensica, and author (under the nom de
plume of Issachar Marx) of the Polish versions of ‘Wallenstein’
and ‘Gargantua.’ M. Valdemar, who has resided principally at
Harlem, N. Y., since the year 1839, is (or was) particularly
noticeable for the extreme spareness of his person — his
lower limbs much resembling those of John Randolph; and,
also, for the whiteness of his whiskers, in violent contrast
to the blackness of his hair — the latter, in consequence,
being very generally mistaken for a wig. His temperament
was markedly nervous, and rendered him a good subject
for mesmeric experiment. On two or three occasions I had
put him to sleep with little difficulty, but was disappointed
in other results which his peculiar constitution had naturally
led me to anticipate. His will was at no period positively, or
thoroughly, under my control; and in regard to clairvoyance,
[ could accomplish with him nothing to be relied upon. [ always
attributed my failure at these points to the disordered state
of his health. For some months previous to my becoming
acquainted with him, his physicians had declared him in
a confirmed phthisis. It was his custom, indeed, to speak
calmly of his approaching dissolution, as of a matter neither
to be avoided nor regretted.

When the ideas to which I have alluded first occurred to me,
it was of course very natural that I should think of M. Valdemar.
[ knew the steady philosophy of the man too well to apprehend
any scruples from him; and he had no relatives in America
who would be likely to interfere. I spoke to him frankly upon
the subject; and, to my surprise, his interest seemed vividly
excited. I say to my surprise; for, although he had always yielded
his person freely to my experiments, he had never before given
me any tokens of sympathy with what I did. His disease was
of that character which would admit of exact calculation in
respect to the epoch of its termination in death; and it was finally
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Jpyrue BONPOCh], HO BblLIeNepeYrncaeHHble 0COOEHHO UHTE-
pecoBa/iM MeHs; IJITaBHbIM 06pa3oM IocJeJHUNA — BBUAY €T0
Ba’KHOTO 3HAYEHUS.

PaziymbIBasi, rjie 6bl HAUTH MOXO/SAIIET0 NAI[MEHTA, sl BCTIOM-
HUJI 0 CBOEM NIpUsITese, MUCTepe BasbiemMape, U3BECTHOM COCTa-
BUTeJIe KOMIUIALMH AJ1s1 «Bibliotheca Forensica»' u mepeBogunke
(mop nceBgoHrMOM HMccaxapa Mapkca) «BasienurreitHa» v «['ap-
ranTioa». locioaun Basbgemap, npoxxuBaBiunii ¢ 1839 roza rias-
HBIM 06pa3om B 'apsieme, mrtaT Helo-Hopk, 3amedaTesien (Tou-
Hee, ObLJI 3aMeyaTeJsieH) CBoel KpaliHel Xy/10601 — HOTU Y HETO
He ToJe, yeM y /xoHa Pangonbda. [pyras 3amMevyaTesibHast
0COGEHHOCTb €ro Hapy>KHOCTH — COBEpIIEHHO Ce/ible, GeJible
yCbl, TPEe/ICTABJISABIINE PE3KUM KOHTPACT C YEPHBIMU KaK CMOJIb
BOJIOCAMH, M3-32 Yero MHOTHEe JyMaJid, YTO OH HOCHUT MapHK.

KpaliHsis HEpBO3HOCTb Jiesiajia ero BeCbMa MoAXOASAIIUM
006'bEKTOM /IJIsT MECMEPUYECKHX ONbITOB. Paza JiBa WU TpU
s1 YCBIIJISLT ero 6e3 BCSKUX 3aTPyAHEHHM, HO COBEPIIEHHO pa-
304apoBaJics B pe3ysibTaTax. Bosist ero HUKOT/a MOJIHOCThIO He
MO/{YUHSAIACh MOEMY KOHTPOJIIO, @ B OTHOILIEHUU SICHOBU/E-
HUS OMNBIThl 0KAa3aJIMCh COBCEM HeylauHbIMU. {1 MPUNIHCHIBAJ
3TH HeyAa4yu ero pacCTpOEHHOMY 3710POBbI0. 32 HECKOJIBKO
MecsIIeB /10 Halllero 3HaKOMCTBA Bpa4yu ONpeJesIUIN Y HEero
YaxoTKy. BripouyeM, OH cOBepIIIEHHO CIOKOWHO MOBOPHJI O CBO-
el 6JIM3KOM KOHYHMHE KaK 0 HeM306eXXHOM COObITUH, KOTOpOoe
HeJIb351 OTKJIOHUTh M 0 KOTOPOM He CTOUT I'OpPeBaTh.

Korza BbilieynoMsiHyTast Ujiesl NpUlLia MHE B FOJIOBY, 4,
eCTeCTBEHHO, BCIIOMHMJI 0 Basbgemape. f ciMIIKOM XOpoIIo
3HaJ ero ¢usocoPpckue B3MIsAAbl, YTOObI ONACAThCA KaKHUX-
JIN6O MPeaPaCCY/IKOB C ero CTOPOHbBI; a POJICTBEHHUKOB Y HET'O
He 6bLJI0, 110 KpaiiHel Mepe B AMepuKe. UTak, s pelnics noro-
BOPUTh C HUM OTKPOBeHHO. Ha yauBJ/IeHUE, OH OTHECCS K MOEMY
IJIaHY C 60JIbIIUM COUYBCTBHEM M MHTepecoM. fl roBopio: Ha
yJIUBJIEHHE, TAaK KaK XOTs OH BCET/]Ja 0XOTHO COTJ/IallaJics HA MOU
3KCIIePUMEHTbBI, HO HUKOT/[a He 06HAPYKUBaJI UHTepeca K HUM.
BoJie3Hb ero 6blj1a TaKOro poja, YTO M03BoJIslJla TOUHO OIpe-

! Cyne6Has 6ubsnoTeka (1am.).
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