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The facts in the case
of M. Valdemar

O f course I shall not pretend to consider it any matter
for wonder that the extraordinary case of M. Valdemar
has excited discussion. It would have been a miracle had it
not — especially under the circumstances. Through the desire
of all parties concerned to keep the affair from the public, at
least for the present, or until we had further opportunities
for investigation — through our endeavours to effect this —
a garbled or exaggerated account made its way into society, and
became the source of many unpleasant misrepresentations; and,
very naturally, of a great deal of disbelief.

It is now rendered necessary that [ give the facts —
as far as I comprehend them myself. They are, succinctly,
these: —

My attention, for the last three years, had been repeatedly
drawn to the subject of mesmerism; and, about nine months
ago, it occurred to me, quite suddenly, that in the series of
experiments made hitherto, there had been a very remarkable
and most unaccountable omission — no person had as yet been
mesmerised in articulo mortis. It remained to be seen, first,
whether, in such condition, there existed in the patient any
susceptibility to the magnetic influence; secondly, whether, if any
existed, it was impaired or increased by the condition; thirdly,
to what extent, or for how long a period, the encroachments
of Death might be arrested by the process. There were other
points to be ascertained, but these most excited my curiosity —
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/IMBHYY BILJIMB MECMEPUIMY
Ha CKiH 4Y0JIOBiKa

H ikoro, 3BiCHO, He AyMal0 JUBYBaTH TUM, IKOTO pPO3-
rojiocy Haby/ia He3BMYalHa Npuroja 3 mMictepoMm Banbaema-
poM. ByJio 6 AMBHO, IKO6U LIbOT'O He CTAJIOCs, 3BaXKalO4YU Ha Bce
Te, 110 oMy NepeAyBasio. BHaclilok 6a)kaHHSA BCiX IpUYeT-
HUX J10 L€l cpaBy 0ci6 YHUKHYTH PO3ToJiocy Xo4ya 6 Ha 4ac
abo JO0KM MU He 3HAWIeEMO MOXKJIUBOCTEN W AaJli NpOBOAUTH
eKCIIepHMEeHTHU (caMe yepe3 Hallli cTapaHHs 36epertu Horo
B TAEMHHUL), cepe/; My6JIiKK MOMUpPUINCA 06/yAH] abo nepe-
GisibIIIeH] Yy TKH, 110 MOPOAUIMN 6e3Jliy XUOHUX ysBJIeHb. Hy,
i 30BCIM pUPOJHO, 1110 Lie HAapa3uJIOoCAd Ha YMMaJy HeJOBipy.
Tenep s1 BUMylLIIeHUN 0-CBOEMY BUKJIACTU Ti GaKTH Tak, fK
4 caM ix 3po3yMiB. KopoTeHbKO BOHHM 3BOAATHCA [0 TAKOTO.

[IpoTAroM ocTaHHIX TPbOX POKIB MO0 yBary He pas Mpu-
BepTaJio NUTAaHHSA MeCMepu3sMy. A TpU MicAli NOTOMY MeHi
panToBO ChaJio Ha AYMKY, 110 Y BCiX BUKOHAaHUX A0 LIbOTO
yacy pgocaigax 6yJio ofHe Ay)Ke BaXKJuMBe W He3po3yMije
YIOyLeHHs: HIKOro J0Ci Ie He 3arimHOTHU30BaHO in articulo
mortis’. OTxe, mepeZoBCiM Tpeba OY/I0 JOCAIAUTH: YU B THUX
yMOBaxX MOJIMBHM BIUIMB /il MarHeTH3My; ociabyeHUi BiH
ab0 > NOCUJIeHUH; i HapelITi, B AIKOMY CTyI€eHi Ta fIK HaJlOBI0
MOXXHa 3aTpUMaTH MarHeTU3MOM HAaCTaHHS CMepTi.

Bysnu ¥ iHWi nUTaHHSA, ajie caMe 1 3alikaBUJIM MeHe Hall-
GiJibllle — 0COGJIMBO OCTAHHIH, AKUHA MOXKe CTaTH HaCJiJKOM
BeJIMYe3HOI BaXKJINBOCTI.

! ¥ craui aroHii (namumn.).



the last in especial, from the immensely important character of
its consequences.

In looking around me for some subject by whose means
[ might test these particulars, I was brought to think of
my friend, M. Ernest Valdemar, the well-known compiler of
the ‘Bibliotheca Forensica, and author (under the nom de
plume of Issachar Marx) of the Polish versions of ‘Wallenstein’
and ‘Gargantua.’ M. Valdemar, who has resided principally at
Harlem, N. Y., since the year 1839, is (or was) particularly
noticeable for the extreme spareness of his person — his
lower limbs much resembling those of John Randolph; and,
also, for the whiteness of his whiskers, in violent contrast
to the blackness of his hair — the latter, in consequence,
being very generally mistaken for a wig. His temperament
was markedly nervous, and rendered him a good subject
for mesmeric experiment. On two or three occasions I had
put him to sleep with little difficulty, but was disappointed
in other results which his peculiar constitution had naturally
led me to anticipate. His will was at no period positively, or
thoroughly, under my control; and in regard to clairvoyance,
[ could accomplish with him nothing to be relied upon. [ always
attributed my failure at these points to the disordered state
of his health. For some months previous to my becoming
acquainted with him, his physicians had declared him in
a confirmed phthisis. It was his custom, indeed, to speak
calmly of his approaching dissolution, as of a matter neither
to be avoided nor regretted.

When the ideas to which I have alluded first occurred to me,
it was of course very natural that I should think of M. Valdemar.
[ knew the steady philosophy of the man too well to apprehend
any scruples from him; and he had no relatives in America
who would be likely to interfere. I spoke to him frankly upon
the subject; and, to my surprise, his interest seemed vividly
excited. I say to my surprise; for, although he had always yielded
his person freely to my experiments, he had never before given
me any tokens of sympathy with what I did. His disease was
of that character which would admit of exact calculation in
respect to the epoch of its termination in death; and it was finally
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Po3amipkoBytouy, e 6 3HAUTH MigX0KUKA O0O'EKT JJis Ta-
KOT'0 A0CJiy, MeHi CllaB Ha rafiky Mii npusTeb Mictep Ep-
HecT Basbgemap, c/1aBHO3BICHUHM BIOPSAHUK BUJABHULTBA
Bibliotheca Forensica? i1 aBTop (mig nom de plume?® nepeksiazaiB
BasieHwiTaiiHa Ta 'apranTioa. Mictep Basnbgemap i3 1839 poky
3ae6inbioro Memkas y Tapsemi (rat Heio-Mopk), 3BepTae
(abo 3BepTaB) Ha cebe yBary Hacamiepesi CBOEI HaJI3BUYal-
HOIO XyZI0p6010 — HOT0 HMXKHI KiHI[iBKH OYJIU Ay»Ke MOAIOHUMHU
Ha Horu /xoHa Panzosibda, a Takok cBiT/IMMU 6aKeH6apAaMH,
1110 Pi3K0O KOHTPACTyBaJIU 3 TEMHUM B0JIOCCAM, SIKi 6araTo XTo
yepes e BBaXKa/lM 3a epyKy.

BiH 6yB Ha/;3BUYallHO HEPBOBUM, i 0TKe, HAKKpAIUM 06 €K-
TOM [JII MeCMepPUYHUX JOCJi/iB.

Pa3iB fBiui a60 Tpuyi 1 6€3 }KOAHUX 3yCUJIb IPUCTIAB HOTO,
aJie Ti nojablii HACAIAKY, AKUX 4 MIT CIIOZAIBATUCA 3 OTVIAAY Ha
HOro cTaTypy, He BUllpaBJaJid MOiX 04iKyBaHb.

A »kofHOTO pasy He 3Mir miAnopsiKyBaTHu cobi BClo Horo
BOJIIO. | 3 ACHOBUAIHHAM JOCIIAU He Aa/ld HaZilHUX pe3yJib-
TaTiB. CBOI HEB/laui 51 MOSICHIOBAB CTaHOM MOTO 3/10pOB’d. 3a
KiJIbKa MicAI[iB /10 HAlIOTO 3 HUM 3HAMOMCTBA JiiKapi 3HaUIII-
JIM B HbOT'O CYXOTH. BiH ke 3BHK TOBOPUTH IIPO CBOIO BJIHU3bKY
KOHYHHY CIIOKIMHO, 1K PO 110Cb HEMUHYUYE, 1110 He BUKJIMKAE
YKaulto.

[llo¥iHO MeHi BNaJid B roJIOBY 3ra/ilaHi BUlle AYMKHY, f, 3pO-
3yMiJ10, 3rajiaB npo Mictepa Baibaemapa.

HenoxuTHy ¢inocodito Toro 4osioBika s 3HaB HaATO J0-
6pe, 06 TOGOBATHCS 3anepevyeHb i3 HOTo GOKY. A pigHUX
B AMepulli, iKi MOIJIM 6 yTPYTUTHCS B MOI [IJIaHH, BiH He MaB.
fl BiABEpTO MOTOBOPUB i3 HUM Ha I[I0 TEMY, i, Ha Mill MOAUB,
BiH ’KBaBO 3allikaBUBCs. BoHO TUM [AUuBHillle, 1110 BiH 3aBX/1U
MOroJPKyBaBCAd MigJaTuCcAa MOIM A0cC/ifaM, IPOTe f XKOLHOTO
pasy He 4yB, 106 BiH ix cxBasitoBaB. XBopo6a Horo 6yJia Taka,
1110 [103B0JIs1JIa TOYHO BU3HAYUTHU TEPMiH Ii cMepTe/IbHOT 0 pe-
3yJbTaTy. MU 1OMOBUJIKCS, L0 BiH MOKJIUYE MeHe MPUOJIU3-

2 «Cyposa 6i6sioTeka» (viamuHn.).
3 Tlceponimom (¢p.).



arranged between us that he would send for me about twenty-
four hours before the period announced by his physicians as
that of his decease.

It is now rather more than seven months since I received,
from M. Valdemar himself, the subjoined note: —

‘My dear P — , You may as well come now. D — and F — are
agreed that I cannot hold out beyond to-morrow midnight; and
I think they have hit the time very nearly.

Valdemar.’

I received this note within half-an-hour after it was written,
and in fifteen minutes more I was in the dying man’s chamber.
[ had not seen him for ten days, and was appalled by the fearful
alteration which the brief interval had wrought in him. His
face wore a leaden hue; the eyes were utterly lustreless; and
the emaciation was so extreme, that the skin had been broken
through by the cheek-bones. His expectoration was excessive.
The pulse was barely perceptible. He retained, nevertheless, in
a very remarkable manner, both his mental power and a certain
degree of physical strength. He spoke with distinctness — took
some palliative medicines without aid — and, when I entered
the room, was occupied in pencilling memoranda in a pocket-
book. He was propped up in the bed by pillows. Doctors
D — and F — were in attendance. After pressing Valdemar’s
hand, I took these gentlemen aside, and obtained from them
a minute account of the patient’s condition. The left lung had
been for eighteen months in a semi-osseous or cartilaginous
state, and was, of course, entirely useless for all purposes of
vitality. The right, in its upper portion, was also partially, if not
thoroughly, ossified, while the lower region was merely a mass of
purulent tubercles, running one into another. Several extensive
perforations existed; and, at one point, permanent adhesion
to the ribs had taken place. These appearances in the right
lobe were of comparatively recent date. The ossification had
proceeded with very unusual rapidity; no sign of it had been
discovered a month before, and the adhesion had only been
observed during the three previous days. Independently of
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HO 3a 100y /10 TOr0 MOMEHTY, KOJIM Jiikapi nepejb6adyaTh HOTO
KOHUYUHY.

Y>ke MUHYJIO TOHA/, CIM MicALIB BiATOA, IK 1 OTPUMaB BiJ,
MicTepa Banbgemapa Taky 3aMcKy, HallMCaHy BJIACHOPYY:

Miti dopoeuti II... [Ipowy nputimu. /. i @. 8 00uH 2o0s10C
cmeepoxcyroms, o MeHi He scumu dosuie, sk 0o 3a8mpawHboi
onisHoul. Yac, mabyms, 8U3HA1EHO MO1HO.

Basavdemap.

f oTpyMaB 1110 3aNIUCKY Yyepes MiB FOJUHHU MicJId TOrO, K 11
Oy/10 HAamMUCaHo. A 11ie Yepe3 M'ATHAAUATL XBUJIUH S BxKe OYB
y KiMHaTi BMupatodoro. Sl He 6a4MB HOTO JiecATh JHIB i 6YB Bpa-
»KeHUH BiJ Toi cTpallHOi 3MiHH, L0 CTaJacs B HbOMY 3a Liel
KOPOTKHUH yac: 06/1M4us Horo HabyJ10 CBUHILEBOT0 BiATIHKY, 04i
3racJy, a CxXy/i BiH Tak, 1110 KiCTKA BUJIMLb JIelb He IPOPUBAJIN
mkipy. Horo rpyau 3oBcim 3anau. [ly/1bc HaMalyBaBCs HACHITY.
[IpoTe sikich Gi3uyHi cUJIY, IK | JUBOBMXKHA SICHICTb PO3yMYy, lije
»KeBpiJY B HboMy. He3Baxkarouu Ha Lie, BiH 36epir AUBOBIKHY
SICHICTb PO3yMYy ¥ HaBIiTb Aeski ¢i3uyHi cuiu. Bin sicHo roBo-
puB, 6€3 CTOPOHHBOI ZJ0TIOMOTY NPUKMaB JiesKi JIiKH, a KOJIH
{1 BBIMILIOB y KiMHATY, MXCaB I10Ch 0JIiBIIeM Yy 3alIUCHUKY. Biss
HbOro 6ysu jaikapi Jl. i .

[ToTucHyBIM pyKy Basibemapa, 4 BiZiBiB LUX J2KeHT/IbMe-
HiB y 6iK i JJOKJIaJ]HO pO3NUTAaB iXx Mpo cTaH XBoporo. JliBa Jie-
reHs BXKe BiJl BOCbMH MiCSIIiB SIK HAIOJIOBUHY CKOCTeHis1a a60
3alkapy6Jia 1 oueBUHO He 3JjJaTHa [0 KUTTEBUX QYHKIIH.
BepxiBKka npaBoi TaKoXX YacTKOBO OyJia CKOCTEHiJa, 8 HUXKHS
YyacTKa siBJIslJIa CyLiJIbHY Macy THIHHUX TY6epKy/IbO3HUX rop6-
KiB. ¥ Hilf 6y/10 KiJibKa BEJIMKHUX SIM, @ B OAHOMY Miciii — 3po-
1eHHs 3 pe6pom. Lli 3MiHu B TpaBiii siereHi ctanncs nopiBHAHO
HeZiaBHO. CKOCTEeHI/IICTh pOTiKaJa HaI3BU4alHO BU/KO; Lije
3a MicsIb 10 TOrO il He 6YJ10 30BCiM, a 3polleHHs OY/I1 BUsIBJIE-
HI TIJIBKU B OCTAHHIX TPHU [JHI.

KpiM cyxoT y XBOpOro niZj0o3ploBa/iv aHeBpU3M a0pTH, IPO-
Te CKOCTEHIHHA He JJ03BOJIAJIO JiarHOCTYBaTH Horo ToyHo. Ha
LYMKy 060X JiikapiB, MicTep BasibieMap noBuHeH 6yB IOMepPTHU
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