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CHAPTER 1

In my younger and more vulnerable years my father gave
me some advice that I've been turning over in my mind ever
since. ‘Whenever you feel like criticizing any one, he told me,
‘just remember that all the people in this world haven’t had
the advantages that you’'ve had. He didn’t say any more but
we've always been unusually communicative in a reserved way,
and I understood that he meant a great deal more than that. In
consequence, I'm inclined to reserve all judgments, a habit that
has opened up many curious natures to me and also made me
the victim of not a few veteran bores. The abnormal mind is
quick to detect and attach itself to this quality when it appears
in a normal person, and so it came about that in college I was
unjustly accused of being a politician, because I was privy to
the secret griefs of wild, unknown men. Most of the confidences
were unsought — frequently I have feigned sleep, preoccupation,
or a hostile levity when I realized by some unmistakable sign
that an intimate revelation was quivering on the horizon; for
the intimate revelations of young men, or at least the terms in
which they express them, are usually plagiaristic and marred
by obvious suppressions. Reserving judgments is a matter of
infinite hope. I am still a little afraid of missing something if
[ forget that, as my father snobbishly suggested, and [ snobbishly
repeat, a sense of the fundamental decencies is parcelled out
unequally at birth.

And, after boasting this way of my tolerance, I come to
the admission that it has a limit. Conduct may be founded on
the hard rock or the wet marshes, but after a certain point I don’t
care what it's founded on. When I came back from the East last
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PO3/ILJI 1

e Oy/Iy4u 3eJIeHUM i Bpa3JIMBUM IOHAKOM, s /IiCTaB Bij
6aTbKa MopaAy, sIKy 3amaM’siTaB Ha Bce »UTTs. — lllopasy, kosu
TOOi panToM 3aX04eThCsI KOTOCh OCYIMTH, — CKasaB BiH, — 3ra-
[y}, 1110 He KOXKHOMY Ha LIiM CBiTi BUNIaJIM llepeBary, AKi Maell TH.
BiH HiYOro He J04aB [0 LIbOTO, ajle MU 3 HUM 3aBK/JU pO3yMiiu
OJIUH OZJHOTO 3 MiBCJIOBA, i MeHi sicHO 6yJ10, 110 BiH Ma€ Ha AyMIii
HabaraTo 6isblie. OTOX 51 IPUBYUB cebe He KBAMUTHCS 3 BUCHOB-
KaMH i 3aBASIKU L[ill 3BUUL He pa3 3[j00yBaB IPUXUIbHICTBb 0l
IepeciyHUx, a lLie 4YacTille CTaBaB »KepTBOI HEBUIIPABHUX 3aHYL.
XBOpo6JiKBa HaTypa LIBU/KO BJIOBJIOE i 3pa3y K HAMara€TbCsl BU-
KOPHCTATH BUSIB TEPIIUMOCTI 3 GOKY JIFOJIMHU I[ITKOM HOPMAaJIbHOI;
e B KOoJIeZKi MeHI HecllpaBeJIMBO 3aKUAAJIU MOTAT 0 AeleBol
MONYJ/ISIPHOCTI Yepes Te, 1110 HaH6i/IbII BOBKYBATi ¥ 3aMKHYTI XJIOTI-
Ll 3BipA/IM M€eHI CBOI NOTA€EMHI auii. fI 30BciM He JoMaraBcs Takol
BiZIBEPTOCTI — HaBIIAKH, IOMITHUBILU B I'0JIOCI CIIIBPO3MOBHUKA
nepiri HOTKY AOBipYUX OJKPOBEHb, 51, 6yBaJI0, BAABAB, 1[0 X0y Cla-
TH, YU MOCMILIAK KYJHUCh, YU NepeX0JUB Ha TaKUU cobi 3a/lepUKy-
BaTO-JIETKOBAXKHUH TOH; a/I’Ke, BUJIMBAIOYU AYIILY, MOJIOAL JIFOH, IK
MpaBuUJIO, HE JO0OHUPAIOTh CBOIX BJIACHUX CJIIiB, 2 TOBOPSTH 3 YYXKOTO
roJI0CYy 1 0 TOr0 2K, Ha aJlb, 3 IBHUMU HeJJOMOBKaMHU.

CTpUMaHICTb Y CYIKeHHSIX BCeJisie HeBUYepnHy HaAito. f i foci
M0601010CA MPOraBUTHU LIOCh, KILO 3a6yAy 6aTbKOBe CHOGICTChbKe
3ayBa)KeHHS — sIKe s [M0-CHOBiCTChbKOMY IMOBTOPIOI0 — TIPO TE, 110
NpUupoAa HaAiJsAE JIoAeHd Pi3HUM PO3YMiHHSIM [103BOJIEHOTO i He-
ZJLO03BOJIEHOTO.

A Temnep, N0OXBaJIMBLIMCh CBOEIO TEPIIUMICTIO, 1 MyIlly 3i3HAaTH-
cs, 1110 BOHA He 6e3MerxHa. [loBeliHKa JIIOAUHU MOXKe IPYHTYBATHCS
Ha 3aca/ilax TBePAUX, K KaMiHb, YU XJIMIIKUX, 1K TBaHb, ajle 4acoM
HacTa€e ¥ Taka MUTbh, KOJIKM MeHe BXKe He 06XOAUTh, Ha YOMY BOHa
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autumn [ felt that I wanted the world to be in uniform and at
a sort of moral attention forever; I wanted no more riotous
excursions with privileged glimpses into the human heart. Only
Gatsby, the man who gives his name to this book, was exempt
from my reaction — Gatsby, who represented everything for
which I have an unaffected scorn. If personality is an unbroken
series of successful gestures, then there was something gorgeous
about him, some heightened sensitivity to the promises of life, as
if he were related to one of those intricate machines that register
earthquakes ten thousand miles away. This responsiveness
had nothing to do with that flabby impressionability which is
dignified under the name of the ‘creative temperament’ — it
was an extraordinary gift for hope, a romantic readiness such
as I have never found in any other person and which it is not
likely I shall ever find again. No — Gatsby turned out all right at
the end; it is what preyed on Gatsby, what foul dust floated in
the wake of his dreams that temporarily closed out my interest
in the abortive sorrows and short-winded elations of men.

My family have been prominent, well-to-do people in this
Middle-Western city for three generations. The Carraways are
something of a clan, and we have a tradition that we’'re descended
from the Dukes of Buccleuch, but the actual founder of my line
was my grandfather’s brother, who came here in fifty-one, sent
a substitute to the Civil War, and started the wholesale hardware
business that my father carries on today. — I never saw this
great-uncle, but I'm supposed to look like him with special
reference to the rather hard-boiled painting that hangs in father’s
office. I graduated from New Haven in 1915, just a quarter of
a century after my father, and a little later I participated in that
delayed Teutonic migration known as the Great War. I enjoyed
the counter-raid so thoroughly that I came back restless. Instead
of being the warm center of the world, the Middle-West now
seemed like the ragged edge of the universe — so I decided to
go East and learn the bond business. Everybody I knew was in
the bond business, so I supposed it could support one more
single man. All my aunts and uncles talked it over as if they were
choosing a prep school for me and finally said, ‘Why — yees’,
with very grave, hesitant faces.
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I'DYHTYETbCA. MMHYII01 oceHi, Kosiu 5 moBepHyBca 3 Hbio-Mopka,
MeHi XOTiJsiocs, 106 JII0ACTBO CTAJ0 HAa BapTy CBOIX MOpaJIbHUX
LIHHOCTEH, K 3aTATHYTUN Y MYHJAUD COJJAT. 3 MeHe JJOCUTb yXKe
OyJ10 PO3TyJbHUX €KCKYPCill 3 BifiBiZJaHHSAM MOTAaEMHUX 3aKyTKiB
gwofcbkoi aywi. Tinbku fuis [eTc6i, moguHy, iM'sIM siKOi Ha3BaHa 11
KHIKKA, 1 pOOUB BUHATOK, — AJid [eTcbi, KOTpUil yocob.1t0BaB yce
Te, 110 5 IIM60KO 3HeBaKalo. SIKI0 MipATH 0COBGUCTICTD HAIIPYT OO
ii mopuBaHb, TO BiH 6YB 0COGHCTICTIO HaI3BUYANHOIO, HAZiJIEHO0
SIKOIOCh 3arOCTPEHOI0 YYTIUBICTIO 10 BChOTO, 1[0 MOXKe M006iusATH
AOMY KUTTS; BiH 6YB HEMOBOU 4YaCTHMHOIO OJHOTO 3 THUX CKJIAJJHUX
NPpUJIAZiB, 110 PEECTPYIOTH NiJiI3eMHI NOLITOBXU Ha BiACTaHI JecAaT-
KIB TUCAY MUJIb. Uy TVIUBICTB Ll He MaJia HIY0r0 CIIIJIBHOTO 3 MJISIBOIO
BPa3J/IMBICTIO, IKY TY4YHO iIMEHYIOTb «apTUCTUYHOIO BlaYeo», — Iie
Oysa pifiKicHa 34aTHICTb HaAIATHCSA, POMAaHTUYHUMA 3amas, SKOro
s Hi B KOMYy 6i/ibllle He 3yCcTpiyas i, IeBHe, BXKe HiKOJIN He 3YCTPiHY.
Hi, TeTc6i HaocTaHKy BUIIpaB/aB ce6e; He BiH, a Te, 1110 TSHKIJIO HaZ,
HUM, Ta OTPYH1Ha KypsBa, Ky 3iliMaiu Kpua horo Mpii, — ocb 110
Ha 4yac 1036aBUJI0 MeHe iHTepecy /10 JII0[CbKUX llepebiKHUX Meva-
Jledl Ta CKOpOMHUHYIMX paZoliB. fl Hasexy 10 3aM0OXKHOI POJUHH,
[Ka OT y>Ke B TPeTbOMY IIOKOJIIHHI Bifiirpae 3Ha4yHy poJib Y )KUTTI
HAUIOro cepeAHbo3axigHoro mMicta. Kappayei — 1e, BjiacHe, Lisini
KJIaH, 110, 38 pOJUHHUMU [lepeKa3aMHu, NIOXOAUTb BiJ| repuoriB bak-
Jly, ajle Hallla NapocThb 6epe NoyaTok GpaKTUYHO Bif, AiJ0BOT0 6paTa,
AKWUM npuixaB ciogu 1851 poky, Bigkynuscs Bij y4acTi B 'poma-
JAHCBKIN BiliHI i HaJ1aroAUB ONTOBY TOPTIBJIIO 3a/1iI3HUM TOBApOM,
SKy Tellep NPoBaJuTh Miil 6aTbKo. fl Hiko/IM He 6a4yMB CBOrO J{BO-
I0PiZIHOTO Aif1a, ajie KaXXyTh, HiOU 51 CXOXKUU HAa HbOT'0 — 3aCBi4yBa-
TH Lje Ma€ HOoro JOCUThb IpyOUi MOPTPET, 1[0 BUCUTD Y 6aTbKOBOMY
kabiHeTi. 1915 poky, piBHO Uepes ABaJLUATh I'SITh POKIB Micjis MOTro
6aTbKa, 1 3aBepIIUB BUILY 0cBiTY B Hblo-XeliBeHi, a TpOXu 3rofjoM
y361B y4acTb Yy Til 3ami3Hijgili Mirpauii TeBTOHCbKHUX IJIEMEH, IKe
3aBe/leHO HasuBaTU Besinkoro cBiToBOMO BiliHOM. [loxigHe XUT-
TA TaK 3aX0NUJIO MeHe, 110, IOBEPHYBUIMCH 10Z,0MY, 1 BXKe He Mir
BCU/ITH Ha Micui. PifHul mtaT 31aBaBcs MeHi Tenep He CJIaBHUM
ocepe//iIM BCECBITY, a, CKopill, Horo nouep6eHUM KpaEM; TUM-TO
g BUpIlWIUB nojaTucs Ha Cxiz i BUBUMTHCA Ha 6ip»koBuKa. Bci Moi
3HaHOMI MU 3 6ip2Ki — TOK HeBKe BOHA He IPOToAYE Lije 0 HOT0
CaMOTHBOT'0 Y0JI0BiKa? Moi YHc/IeHHi TITKU U As/JbKH 06TOBOpPIO-
BaJIM Ile MUTAHHSA TaK 3aKJIONOTAHO, Hadye HIiocs npo BUGIp A
MeHe [104aTKOBOI LUKOJIH, | HApeLITi ly>Ke IOBaXKHO 1 He Jly>Ke BIIeB-
HEeHO BUT0JIOCUJIHN: «BiacHe, YoM 64 H Hi...»
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Father agreed to finance me for a year, and after various
delays I came East, permanently, I thought, in the spring of
twenty-two. The practical thing was to find rooms in the city,
but it was a warm season, and I had just left a country of wide
lawns and friendly trees, so when a young man at the office
suggested that we take a house together in a commuting town,
it sounded like a great idea. He found the house, a weather-
beaten cardboard bungalow at eighty a month, but at the last
minute the firm ordered him to Washington, and I went out to
the country alone. [ had a dog at least | had him for a few days
until he ran away — and an old Dodge and a Finnish woman,
who made my bed and cooked breakfast and muttered Finnish
wisdom to herself over the electric stove. [t was lonely for a day
or so until one morning some man, more recently arrived than
I, stopped me on the road.

‘How do you get to West Egg village?’ he asked helplessly.

[ told him. And as I walked on I was lonely no longer.
[ was a guide, a pathfinder, an original settler. He had casually
conferred on me the freedom of the neighborhood. And so
with the sunshine and the great bursts of leaves growing on
the trees — just as things grow in fast movies — [ had that
familiar conviction that life was beginning over again with
the summer. There was so much to read for one thing, and so
much fine health to be pulled down out of the young breath-
giving air. [ bought a dozen volumes on banking and credit and
investment securities, and they stood on my shelfin red and gold
like new money from the mint, promising to unfold the shining
secrets that only Midas and Morgan and Maecenas knew. And
[ had the high intention of reading many other books besides.
[ was rather literary in college — one year [ wrote a series of
very solemn and obvious editorials for the ‘Yale News’ — and
now | was going to bring back all such things into my life and
become again that most limited of all specialists, the ‘well-
rounded man. This isn’t just an epigram — life is much more
successfully looked at from a single window, after all.

It was a matter of chance that I should have rented a house
in one of the strangest communities in North America. It was
on that slender riotous island which extends itself due east
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BaTbKO MOroAUBCA NPOTATOM POKY OIJIA4yBaTH MOI paxyH-
KH, i OCb Mic/Is1 BCIISIKUX Henepe6adyeHUX 3aTPUMOK 51 HaBeCHi
1922 poky npuixas s0 Hblo-Hopka, ik MeHi 35aBanocst Tofi, — Ha-
3aBxau. MeHi, 3BicHO, cJiiff 6y/710 6 HAMHATH TOMELIKaHHS B CaMO-
My MicTi, ajle HabJiMXkKaJs10cd JIiTO, a 1 MPUOYB 3 Kparo NIPOCTOPUX
TPaBHUKIB 1 TIHUCTUX JiepeB, i TOMY, KOJIK OAUH MOJIOAUN KoJiera
110 KOHTOPIi 3aNponoHyBaB HAWHATHU B/IBOX IOMEeLIKAaHHS Jle-HeOy/ib
y nepeamicTi, 1 pafio nmpucTaB Ha Le. BiH nmifjykaB o6mapnaHui
JMlayHUH OYAUHOYOK 3a BiciMzecaT Ajoy1apiB Ha Mics1b, aJie B OCTaH-
HIO XBUJIMHY dipMa Bifgpsaua ioro Jo BammHrroHna i MeHi foBe-
JIOCh OCEJINTHUCS TaM caMoMy. § 3aBiB co6aKy — 1LjonpaB/a, BCbOTO
Ha KiJIbKa JIHiB, 60 MOTIM BiH yTiK, — KYNHUB CTapeHbKUN «I0JK»
i HalHAB cyKHUIIO, QIHKY, IKa CTeJna MeHi JIDKKO i roTyBasa
Ha eJIEKTPUYHIN MJIMTIH CHiIaHOK, 60pMOYy4H cobi miJ| Hic sAKich
diHCcbKi MyzpoIi.

[epui KizibKa J{HIB 1 MO4YyBaB cebe CaMOTHbO, aXK MOKU OJI-
HOI'0 paHKy MeHe 3yNIMHUB Ha ,0po3i AKUHCh 40J10BiK. — Bu He
CKaXKeTe, sIK JicTaTucs fo Bect-Erra? — 6e3nopa/iHo CIUTaB BiH.
f nosicHuB. | KoJ1u 1 pylKB AaJji, HOYyTTs CAMOTHOCTI SIK PyKOIO
3HsJ10. Sl O6YyB TyTelHiH, 1 6YB CTapOXUJI, 51 TOKa3yBaB J0OPOTy
iHmuM! BunasikoBUi nepexoXMil HaZjlaB MeHi 3BaHHSI IOYECHOT 0
rpomMazsiHvHa 1iei MicueBocTi. COHIe NpuUnikaso oJeHb CUJib-
Hillle, GPyHbKH PO3MYKYBaJNCs, BUCTPIIIOI0YH JIUCTS, MOB Y KiHO
NpY BIOBiJIbHEHIN 3MI0MI1i, i, IK 3aBX/IM O 1[ill Opi, A CIOBHIO-
BaBCsl BipOIO B Te, 1110 3 HACTAHHSAM JIiTa OYHETbCS HOBE KUTTS.
[lepeayciM 51 Bi3bMycs 3a KHUXKKH, 1 YATATUMY IX OJHY 3a OZJHOIO,
a 1e — HabupaTUMycCsl CUJIU U 3[0pOB’s, M'10YM Ha MOBHIi Irpyau
CBixe, XUBJIOIE NOBITpsA. fl KyNUB KiZibKaHAJUATb MOCIOHU-
KiB 3 6aHKIBCbKOI i KpeIUTHOI ClipaBH, 3 EKOHOMIKU KamiTaJo-
BKJIaZleHb, | BOHM BUIIMKYBaJIMCA Ha MOJIMI, CSII0YHM YepPBOHUMHU
najiTypkaMu 3 30JI0TUM THCHEHHSIM, MOB LII0MHO BUKap6yBaHi
MOHEeTH, 06iLAI04YN PO3KPUTH OJUCKYYi TaEMHMUI, BijoMi jinie
Mignacy, Moprany i1 MeneHary.

4 mMaB TakoXx 6J1arOpoAHUN HaMip mpoyuTaTH 6GaraTo iH-
LIMX KHUXKOK. B yHIBepcUTeTi 4 3aX0IN/I0BaBCA JiTepaTypHUMHU
BIIpaBaMH — INPOTArOM POKY HaBiThb NHCAaB NHUIIHOMOBHI, Npe-
TeH3siitHi mepesoBi A «MenbcbKoOro BicHMKa» — i Temep XOTiB
YAOCKOHAJIUTHCA Ha Ll HUBI, 1106 3HOBY CTaTH HAWBYXYUM
3 ycix By3bkux $axiBljiB — Tak 3BaHOI0 BCeO6iYHO PO3BUHEHOIO
JIIOAMHOI. MiXK IHIIMM, 4 KaXKy Lie He AJI KpacHOro cJoBa —
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