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Chapter 1
MR. SHERLOCK HOLMES

Mr. Sherlock Holmes, who was usually very late in the
mornings, save upon those not infrequent occasions when he was
up all night, was seated at the breakfast table. I stood upon the
hearth-rug and picked up the stick which our visitor had left
behind him the night before. It was a fine, thick piece of wood,
bulbous-headed, of the sort which is known as a “Penang lawyer”
Just under the head was a broad silver band nearly an inch across.
“To James Mortimer, M. R. C. S., from his friends of the C. C. H.,
was engraved upon it, with the date “1884” It was just such a stick
as the old-fashioned family practitioner used to carry — dignified,
solid, and reassuring.

“Well, Watson, what do you make of it?”

Holmes was sitting with his back to me, and I had given him
no sign of my occupation.

“How did you know what I was doing? I believe you have eyes
in the back of your head”

“I have, at least, a well-polished, silver-plated coffee-pot in
front of me,” said he. “But, tell me, Watson, what do you make of
our visitor’s stick? Since we have been so unfortunate as to miss
him and have no notion of his errand, this accidental souvenir
becomes of importance. Let me hear you reconstruct the man by
an examination of it

“I think,” said I, following as far as I could the methods of my
companion, “that Dr. Mortimer is a successful, elderly medical
man, well-esteemed since those who know him give him this
mark of their appreciation.”

“Good!” said Holmes. “Excellent!”
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I'maBa 1l

MUMCTEP HIEPJIOK XOJIMC

MI/ICTep [ITeprox Xonmc, nMeBIINIT 0OBIKHOBEHE BCTa-
BaTh OY€HDb IO3JHO, 33 VICK/TIOUEHIEM TeX HEePeJKIX CIy4aes,
KOI7Ia BOBCE He JIOKMJICA CIIaTh, CUfeNI 3a 3aBTpakoM. S cTosn Ha
KOBpUKe Ilepef] KaMIUHOM U JiepKajl B PyKax TPOCTb, KOTOPYIO
Halll TOCeTNUTeNb 3a0bUI HAaKaHYHe BedepoM. ITO OblTa KpacuBas
TOJICTas IaJKa C KPYIJIBIM HabangaurHukoM. POBHO 1o HUM
najKy oOXBaTbIBajIa MIMPOKasi, B AIOJM MIMPUHOIL, cepeOpsiHas
JIEHTA, @ Ha 3TOJ1 JIEHTe OBI/IO BBITpaBUpoBaHo: «[Ixerimcy Mop-
tumMepy, M. R. C. S. ot ero gpyseit u3 C. C. H.» nrog — «1884».
9T0 6bITa TPOCTH TAKOTO POJIA, KAKYI0 HOCAT OOBIYHO CTAPOMOJI -
HbI€ ceMeliHble JOKTOpa, — IIOYTEHHAas, IPOYHas U HaJIeXKHas.

— Yro BBI C Hell fenaeTe, BaTcon?

XonMc cupienn Ko MHe CIIVMHOM, a 1 HUu4eM He OOHapy>KII
CBOETO0 3aHATUA.

— OTKyJa BBl Y3Ha/IM, YTO A YTO-TO fAenar? Y Bac, JODKHO
OBITB, €CTb I71a32 B 3aTBI/IKe.

— Y MeHs, 110 KpaiiHeil Mepe, €CTh XOPOIIO OTIIONVPOBAHHBIN
Koq)eﬁmm(, U OH CTOUT Ilepefo MHOI, — oTBeTua1 oH. — Ho
CKa)k1Te MHe, BaTCOH, 4TO BbI [ie/laeTe C TPOCTBIO HAIlleTo I1oce-
turena? Tak Kak Mbl, K HECYACTbIO, YIYCTUIN €r0 BUSUT U He
MMeeM MTOHATHA O TOM, 3a4eM OH IIPUXOANJI, TO 3TOT MaMATHBIII
3HAK CTAaHOBUTbCA OYeHb BakKHbIM. IlociyiraeM, Kakoe Bbl CO-
CTaBUIN NIPe[iCTaBJICHME O YeTIOBEKe, PACCMOTPEB €r0 TPOCTb.

— 4 mymalo, — ckasail s, 10/Ib3ysACh, HACKOIBKO MOL, METO-
IOM MOETO TOBApHIIA, — YTO JIOKTOp MopTumMep — COCTOsIB-
LIMIICA TIOKWUIION Bpay, MO/Ib3YIOLINIICA YBaXKEHMEM, pa3 3HAKO-
Mble OKa3aJii eMy BHUMAaHMe, BPY4lB 3TOT IIOJAPOK.

— Xoporuo! — ogo6pun Xonmc. — IIpexpacuo!
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“I think also that the probability is in favour of his being a
country practitioner who does a great deal of his visiting on foot.”

“Why so?”

“Because this stick, though originally a very handsome one
has been so knocked about that I can hardly imagine a town
practitioner carrying it. The thick-iron ferrule is worn down, so
it is evident that he has done a great amount of walking with it”

“Perfectly sound!” said Holmes.

“And then again, there is the friends of the C. C. H. I should
guess that to be the Something Hunt, the local hunt to whose
members he has possibly given some surgical assistance, and
which has made him a small presentation in return”

“Really, Watson, you excel yourself,” said Holmes, pushing
back his chair and lighting a cigarette. “I am bound to say that in
all the accounts which you have been so good as to give of my
own small achievements you have habitually underrated your
own abilities. It may be that you are not yourself luminous, but
you are a conductor of light. Some people without possessing
genius have a remarkable power of stimulating it. I confess, my
dear fellow, that I am very much in your debt”

He had never said as much before, and I must admit that his
words gave me keen pleasure, for I had often been piqued by his
indifference to my admiration and to the attempts which I had
made to give publicity to his methods. I was proud, too, to think
that I had so far mastered his system as to apply it in a way which
earned his approval.

He now took the stick from my hands and examined it for a
few minutes with his naked eyes. Then with an expression of
interest he laid down his cigarette, and carrying the cane to the
window, he looked over it again with a convex lens.

“Interesting, though elementary,” said he as he returned to
his favourite corner of the settee. “There are certainly one or
two indications upon the stick. It gives us the basis for several
deductions.”

“Has anything escaped me?” I asked with some self-impor-
tance. “I trust that there is nothing of consequence which I have
overlooked?”



— 41 Tax>Ke [yMalo, 4TO OH, BEPOSTHO, IepeBEHCKNI Bpay 1
CoBepIllaeT MHOTO BU3MTOB MEHIKOM.

— Ilouemy?

— IToromy 4TO 5Ta TPOCTD, OYEHD KpacKBasi, KOIfia OblIa HOBOJA,
JI0 TOTO VICLIApaIIaHa, YTO BPSAJ JIV €10 MOT OBl II0/Ib30BAThCA TOPOJI-
cKoli Bpau. JKe7ie3Hblif HAKOHEYHNK JI0 TOTO MICTEPT, YTO, O4EBUIHO,
TIpY ee TIOMOIIIY COBEPIIeHO HeMaIoe YMC/IO IIPOTY/IOK.

— Hy ponyctym, — 3ametnt XonMmc.

— 3ateM, Ha Hell BeirpaBuposaHo «Ot fpy3seit u3 C. C. H.».
Sl monarar, 4TO 9TV OYKBBI O3HAYAIOT KaKy0-HUOYAb OXOTY,
KaKoe-HIOY/Ib MeCTHOE 0011[eCTBO OXOTHVMKOB, YIeHaM KOTOPO-
TO OH, MOXeT ObITb, OKa3bIBaJl MEUIMHCKYIO IIOMOIIb, 33 YTO
OHU U CZIeTIa/IV €My 3TOT MaJIeHbKIII TOJAPOK.

— IIpaBo, BaTcon, BbI IpeBOCXOUTE CAMOTO cebs, — ckasan
XonMc, oToABUTaA CTYII U 3aKypMBasi MAaMpPOCKy. — S mommkeH
CKa3aTb, YTO BO BCEX BAIIVX JII00E3HBIX PacCcKa3ax O MOUX HUY-
TO>KHBIX JIeJICTBMAX BbI C/IMIIKOM HI3KO OL|eHUBAJIN CBOM cOOC-
TBEHHbIE CIIOCOOHOCTI. MOXKET OBITD, BbI CAMI M HE OCBEIAETE,
HO BBbI IPOBOJIHUK cBeTa. HekoTopsle oy, He obnajas caMu
KaKUMV-HUOYAb MCKTIOUNTETbHBIMYU CIIOCOOHOCTAMY, MMEIOT
CIIOCOOHOCTD BBI3BIBATH UX B APYrux. [IpusHaock, JOPOroii To-
BapMIll, YTO 5 B OOJIBLIOM JJONTY Y Bac.

Hukorzma paHbllle He TOBOPIU/I OH TaK MHOTO, I 5 JOJDKEH
CO3HATBCS, YTO CI0BA €r0 HOCTABIIN MHe 6OJIbIIOe YIOBOJb-
CTBMeE, IIOTOMY 4TO MEHs 4acTO OOMIKAlIo ero paBHOAYILINE K
MOeMy BOCXMILEHNIO MM ¥ K MOVM IIOIBITKAM PaccKas3aTb O ero
MeTogie. S Taxoke ropAyICs TeM, 9TO HaCTOIBKO YCBOWII €TO CIC-
TEeMY, UTO, IIPYIMEHAA ee, 3aCTy>KIT ero ofobpeHe.

Xo7nMc B35 y MEHS U3 PyK TPOCTb 1 Hada/l pacCMaTpUBATh
HEBOOPY>KEHHBIM I71a30M. Uepes Kakoe-To BpeMs, 3alHTepPeCcoBaB-
IVCh, OH OT/IOXKWI HATIMPOCY U, IOJOSA C TPOCTBIO K OKHY, CTasl
€e CHOBA BHIMATEIbHO PacCMaTpUBATh, TEIIepb yoKe B JIYILY.

— VIHTepecHO, HO 3/1eMEHTapHO, — HAKOHell IIPOM3HeC OH,
CaJIsICh B CBOJI JTIOOMMBIiT YTOIOK Ha fuBaHe. — EcTb, KOHEYHO,
OJHO VM [BA BEPHBIX YKa3aHMsS OTHOCUTENbHO TpocTu. OHu
JAI0T HaM OCHOBaHMe J/IsI HeCKO/IbKIX BBIBOJIOB.

— PasBe 51 4TO-HMOYADb He 3aMeTM/I? — CIPOCKII 51 C HEKOTO-
POI0 caMOHa/IesIHHOCTBI0. — Iomarao — HU4ero BaKHOTro?
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