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HOW THE WHALE GOT HIS THROAT

IN the sea, once upon a time, O my Best Beloved, there was
a Whale, and he ate fishes. He ate the starfish and the garfish, and
the crab and the dab, and the plaice and the dace, and the skate
and his mate, and the mackereel and the pickereel, and the really
truly twirly-whirly eel. All the fishes he could find in all the sea
he ate with his mouth—so! Till at last there was only one small
fish left in all the sea, and he was a small ’Stute Fish, and he swam
a little behind the Whale’s right ear, so as to be out of harm’s way.
Then the Whale stood up on his tail and said, T'm hungry’ And
the small Stute Fish said in a small stute voice, Noble and gener-
ous Cetacean, have you ever tasted Man?’

‘No, said the Whale. ‘What is it like?

‘Nice, said the small *Stute Fish. ‘Nice but nubbly’

“Then fetch me some, said the Whale, and he made the sea
froth up with his tail.

‘One at a time is enough, said the ’Stute Fish. If you swim
to latitude Fifty North, longitude Forty West (that is magic), you
will find, sitting on a raft, in the middle of the sea, with nothing
on but a pair of blue canvas breeches, a pair of suspenders (you
must not forget the suspenders, Best Beloved), and a jack-knife,
one ship-wrecked Mariner, who, it is only fair to tell you, is a man
of infinite-resource-and-sagacity.

So the Whale swam and swam to latitude Fifty North, lon-
gitude Forty West, as fast as he could swim, and on a raft, in the
middle of the sea, with nothing to wear except a pair of blue can-
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KAK KUT ITOJIYYMJI CBOIO I'TTOTKY

H €KOTTIa, MIJIble MO, KVJI B MOP€ KIT, ¥ TINTAJICA OH PbI-
6am1 ¥ MOPCKMMIY XXMBOTHBIMU. OH /1 TPecKy U KaMbary, INIOTBY
U CKaTOB, CKyMOPMIO U IIIYKY, MOPCKIUX 3Be3]I 1 KpaboB, a TaKoKe
HACTOAILMX BbIOHOB-yrpeit. OH ucTpebu Bcex pui6. Ocramach
B MOpe TOJIbKO OJJHa MaJIeHbKasl XUTpas pbIOKa, HO OHa BCerja
IIaBaJIa OKOJIO IIPABOTO yXa KIUTA, TAK YTO OH He MOT €€ CXBATUTb.
Jo1110 10 TOrO, YTO KUT IIPUIIOTHAICA HA XBOCTE 1 CKasal:

— 4 ecTb x0uy!

A marneHbKast XuTpast pplOKa JIyKaBoO CIIPOCHJIa:

— He cnyganocs v Te6e, 671aropOfHBbIN ¥ MOTY UMt KUT, OT-
BeJaTh YeoBeKa?

— Her, — orBeTnn kut. — A passe OH BKYCHBIN?

— BkycHbIIT, — cKa3asia MajleHbKas XUTpasi pplOKa, — TONb-
KO OH OY€Hb IIPBITKUIL.

— Hy Tak 100ynp MHe HECKOJIBKO IITYK, — IIPUKa3ajl KUT U,
B3MaXHYB XBOCTOM, BBICOKO B30WI IIeHY Ha I'PeOHAX BOJIH.

— B opuH npucect XBaTUT U OfHOTO, — CKasaja XUTpasd
pbiOka. — Ecitu ThI IOIUIBIBEIIb [Ja/IbIIle, TO MO, ISATUAECATHIM
rpajlycoM CeBepPHOII IIMPOTHI ¥ COPOKOBBIM I'PajlycOM BOCTOY-
HOI JO/ITOTBI ThI Hal{Jelllb Ye/I0BeKa, CUSAIIETro Ha IVIOTY Cpefn
Mops. Ha HeM crHue XO/IIIOBBIe IapOBaphl U MOATSHKKY (He 3a-
OyzbTe PO MOATSAXKKY, MUIble Mou!),a B pyKax y Hero CK/I1a/{HOM
HOXX. DTO MOPSIK, IOTepIEeBIINII KPYIIeHNe I, HaJJo BaM CKa3arh,
HEOOBIKHOBEHHO YMHBII ¥ PaCCyIUTENbHBIN Ye/IOBeK.

KuT misu1 fa nIbb1 K DATU/IECATOMY IPajlyCy CEeBEPHOI LIV -
POTBI I COPOKOBOMY T'pajlyCy BOCTOYHOI AOATOTHI. [1nb11 OH
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vas breeches, a pair of suspenders (you must particularly remem-
ber the suspenders, Best Beloved), and a jack-knife, he found
one single, solitary shipwrecked Mariner, trailing his toes in the
water. (He had his mummy’s leave to paddle, or else he would
never have done it, because he was a man of infinite-resource-
and-sagacity.)

Then the Whale opened his mouth back and back and back till
it nearly touched his tail,and he swallowed the shipwrecked Mari-
ner, and the raft he was sitting on, and his blue canvas breeches,
and the suspenders (which you must not forget), and the jack-
knife— He swallowed them all down into his warm, dark, inside
cup-boards, and then he smacked his lips—so, and turned round
three times on his tail.

But as soon as the Mariner, who was a man of infinite-re-
source-and-sagacity, found himself truly inside the Whale’s warm,
dark, inside cup-boards, he stumped and he jumped and he
thumped and he bumped, and he pranced and he danced, and he
banged and he clanged, and he hit and he bit, and he leaped and
he creeped, and he prowled and he howled, and he hopped and
he dropped, and he cried and he sighed, and he crawled and he
bawled, and he stepped and he lepped, and he danced hornpipes
where he shouldn’t, and the Whale felt most unhappy indeed.
(Have you forgotten the suspenders?)

So he said to the "Stute Fish, “This man is very nubbly, and
besides he is making me hiccough. What shall I do?’

‘Tell him to come out, said the ’Stute Fish.

So the Whale called down his own throat to the shipwrecked
Mariner, ‘Come out and behave yourself. I've got the hiccoughs!’

‘Nay, nay!’ said the Mariner. ‘Not so, but far otherwise. Take
me to my natal-shore and the white-cliffs-of- Albion,and I'll think
about it’ And he began to dance more than ever.

“You had better take him home, said the ’Stute Fish to the Whale.

‘T ought to have warned you that he is a man of infinite-re-
source-and-sagacity.

So the Whale swam and swam and swam, with both flippers
and his tail, as hard as he could for the hiccoughs; and at last he
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130 BCEX CIJL, ¥ BOT HAaKOHeL] CPefiVl MOPsI OH YBUJIE/ Ha IJIOTY
ye/I0BeKa B CIHMX XO/IIIOBBIX IIapOBapax M MOATSHKKAX (TTOMHM-
Te 0COOEHHO O IMOATSKKAX, MUJIbIe MOM), CO CKJIa/[HBIM HO>KOM
B pyKax. To 6bUI MOpSK, ToTepreBLnii kpymenue. OH cujen
u 6on1tan Horamu B Bofie. (EMy mama nmosBosnmta 6o1taTh Hora-
MU B BOJie, THa4Ye OH He CTajI ObI 3TOTO JIe/IaTh, TAaK KaK OH OBl
HeOOBIKHOBEHHO YMHBIIL U pacCy[UTETbHBIN YeJIOBEK. )

[TopmbIB 61VKe, KUT TaK pa3MHYJ/I MACThb, YTO OHA Y HETO
Yy Tb He JIOIIA JO XBOCTA, U IPOIJIOTII MOPSIKa, TOTepIIeBIIIe-
o KpyIIeHNe, BMeCTe C IJIOTOM, Ha KOTOPOM OH CU/JIeJI, C CUHU-
MU XOJIIIOBBIMY IIapOBapaMI, TOATSKKAMM (O KOTOPBIX BBl HE
IO/DKHBI 3a0BIBATh) U CKIAHBIM HOXXOM. OH OTIIpaBUJI BCE 3TO
B CBOE ITIyOOKOe€, TeIIoe, TEeMHOE HYTPO, IPUIMOKHY/I U TPU
pasa IOBEPHYJICS Ha CBOEM XBOCTe.

Ho kak TOMbKO MOPSIK, 4eJIOBeK HeOOBIKHOBEHHO YMHBIN
U PacCYAUTENIbHBIN, OUyTUICSA B TIyOOKOM, TEIJIOM, TEMHOM
HYTpe KUTa, OH TOTYAC >Ke IIPUHSAJICA MIPBITaTh, IIMBITaTh, CKa-
KaTb, IUIACATh, KYBBIPKATbCs, OpBIKAThCS, TOIIATD, X/IONATh, TOJI-
KaTbCsl, KycaThCsl, KPUYATh, B3/[bIXaTh, M KUT IIOYYBCTBOBAJI Ce0s1
o4eHb Hexopo1Io. (Bl He 3a0bIIN PO MOATSKKN?)

Kut ckaszan xurpoit pbioke:

— Y>KacHO HpPBITKUI 3TOT YenoBeK. OH BBI3bIBAET Y MEHSA
ukoTy. Kak MHe ObITh ¢ HUM?

— Benu emy BbIIE3TH, — OTBeTMIA XUTpPast phIOKa.

Kut rapkHys B coOCTBEHHOE HYTPO MOPSIKY, TOTEpPIIeBILIEMY
KpYylIeHue:

— Brixogu u cTymait Kyaa 3Haellb. Y MeHA UKOTA.

— Hy net! — cxasan Mmopsk. — He Ha TakOoBCKOTo Hamarl.
JJocTaBb MeHs K pOgHBIM beperaM, K 6e/IbIM ckaslaM A/TbOMOHa,
U TOT/Ia £ ellle IO YMalo, BBIITY MHe UM HeT.

/1 oH mpMHAJICA CKaKaTh MYyIle IPeXHero.

— JlocTaBb YK €ro Ha POAMHY, — IOCOBETOBaJIA XUTpasd
pbi6Ka. — S 3abblma Tebs mpegynpefuTh, 4YTO 3TO HEOOBIKHO-
BEHHO YMHBIII U PaCCYAUTE/IbHBIN Ye/TOBEK.

Kut mibut, i1, i1, paboTast IVIaBHUKaMY U XBOCTOM Ha-
CTO/IBKO OBICTPO, HACKO/IBKO eMy I03BO/IsIIa MKOoTa. HakoHer) oH
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